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Spring 2011 VITA
35109 Royal Place, Soldotna, AK 99669

Office: (907) 260-7422 ext. 131
Mobile: (907) 394-2125

E-mail:  jeff@akcc.org  or ifjgs@uaa.alaska.edu

Website: www.jeffsiemers.com
EDUCATION

MASTER OF FINE ARTS
Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA


Emphasis: Visual Art

DIPLOMA OF CHRISTIAN STUDIES – to be completed February 2012
Regent College, Vancouver, BC


Emphasis: Christianity and the Arts


BACHELOR OF ARTS

Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL


Major: Visual Communications
Minor: Advertising

ASSOCIATE IN ARTS

Rock Valley College, Rockford, IL

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT / ASSOCIATE PROFESOR, Alaska Christian College, Soldotna, AK  2001-present. Oversee and manage college targeted to rural Native Alaskans.  Responsibilities include: Management of academic and student services department, strategic planning, assessment of institutional effectiveness, oversight of campus safety and security, creation of promotional materials, discipline and counsel of students, instruction of courses and funds development
ADJUNCT INSTRUCTOR, Kenai Peninsula College, Soldotna, AK  2008-present.  Teach college courses in the Art Department
FREELANCE GRAPHIC DESIGNER, Siemers Design, Kenai, AK  2001-present. Create graphic design for clients on a freelance basis

ACTING PRESIDENT, Alaska Christian College, Soldotna, AK  Spring 2007.  Responsibilities include: Chief Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer, funds development, grant writing

YOUTH WORKER, Covenant Youth of Alaska, Hooper Bay, AK  1999-2001. Direct youth program in a cross-cultural setting. Provide counseling, pastoral care, recreational activities and crisis mentoring
SUBSTITUTE TEACHER, Hooper Bay, AK  2000-2001.  Lead classroom on an on-call basis for grades K-12
PROGRAM FACILITATOR, Alaska Leadership College, 1999.  Travel with team of students to various educational opportunities throughout the state of Alaska. Plan program and facilitate growth, discussion and accountability
HEAD COUNSELOR, Covenant Bible Camp, Unalakleet, AK,  Summers, 2001-2004. Direct staff of 15 camp counselors in a rural, cross-cultural setting
GRAPHIC DESIGNER, Buzz Company, Chicago, IL  1997-1999. Create graphic design at various design/advertising firms in the Chicago area

GUEST LECTURER, Kenai Peninsula College, Soldotna, AK 2004. Present graphic design basics to Communication class

HEAD SOCCER COACH, Soldotna High School, Soldotna, AK  2002-present. Administer, coordinate boys high school soccer program
GRAPHICS EDITOR, Daily Egyptian, Carbondale, IL  1996-1997. Create graphic design for daily publication

CONTINUING EDUCATION / PRESENTATIONS / CONFERENCES

Discussing the Philosophy and Practice of Online Studio Art Instruction, presenter, Matter and Spirit:
Art and Belief in a Digital Age, CIVA Biennial Conference, Los Angeles, CA, 2011

Technology Integration Workshop, Kenai Peninsula College, Soldotna, AK, 2009

Quality Matters Course Assessment Workshop, Kenai Peninsula College, Soldotna, AK, 2009

Title III Excellence in Education Workshop, Kenai Peninsula College, Soldotna, AK, 2009

Annual Conference, Accreditation Team, Association for Biblical Higher Education, Orlando, FL, 2008

Dean of Students Conference, Association for Biblical Higher Education, Orlando, FL, 2004
Service Learning Conference, Kenai Peninsula College, Soldotna, AK, 2004
Graduate coursework in Oxford, England, 2004
Basic Skills Counseling Workshop, Alaska Christian College, 2002

EXHIBITIONS
KPC Faculty Exhibition, Gary L. Freeburg Gallery, Kenai Peninsula College, September 2011
Intersecting Journeys, juried group exhibition, Kenai Visitors and Cultural Center, May 2011

KPC Faculty Exhibition, Gary L. Freeburg Gallery, Kenai Peninsula College, September 2010
The Art and Science of Climate Change, Student Exhibition, Kenai Visitors and Cultural Center,

January 2010
KPC Faculty Exhibition, Gary L. Freeburg Gallery, Kenai Peninsula College, September 2009

Cadence, MFA Solo Exhibition, Heritage Gallery, Azusa Pacific University, July 2009

Menos du Precari, juried group exhibition, Travelling Exhibition, Azusa Pacific University, November 2008
One, Two, Three, group exhibition, Duke Gallery, Azusa Pacific University, July 2008
A Season’s Harvest, group exhibition, “L” Gallery, Azusa Pacific University, July 2007
First Fruits, group exhibition, Heritage Gallery, Azusa Pacific University, January 2007
Rickert-Ziebold Trust Award Exhibition, Southern Illinois University, May 1997
CLASSES TAUGHT

Art & Design

Art Appreciation, Kenai Peninsula College, Soldotna, AK

Two-Dimensional Design, Kenai Peninsula College, Soldotna, AK

Digital Art and Design I, Kenai Peninsula College, Soldotna, AK

Principles of Art, Alaska Christian College, Soldotna, AK

Art & Design – Distance Delivery
Digital Art and Design I, Kenai Peninsula College, Soldotna, AK

Beginning Drawing, Kenai Peninsula College, Soldotna, AK

Ministry & Theology

Expressions of Faith in Everyday Life, Alaska Christian College, Soldotna, AK
Service-Learning, Alaska Christian College, Soldotna, AK
Ministry Practicum, Alaska Christian College, Soldotna, AK
Applied Ministry, Alaska Christian College, Soldotna, AK

DEPARTMENTAL, UNIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY SERVICE
Executive Leadership Team, Alaska Christian College

Title III Monitoring & Evaluation Team, Alaska Christian College

Accreditation & Assessment Committee, Alaska Christian College

Curriculum Committee, Alaska Christian College

Handbook Revision Committee, Alaska Christian College

Academic Advisor and Mentor, Alaska Christian College

Faculty Rank and Promotion Review Committee, Alaska Christian College

Juror, KPC Student Art Show, Kenai Peninsula College, April 2010

Kenai Peninsula College Service-learning Program Partner 

New Hope Counseling Center, Soldotna, AK, Chair, Board of Directors, 2004 - 2008
Covenant Bible Camp, Unalakleet, AK, Vice Chair, Board of Directors, 2004 - 2008
DESIGNED PUBLICATIONS

Vision 2015, Strategic Plan for Providence Athenaeum

Exploring Perspectives: The Art & Science of Climate Change

www.akcc.org

ACC Moosetracks Newsletter, Quarterly, 2001-

ACC Admissions Packet, 2006, 2009
ACC Viewbook, 2003
CORPORATE IDENTITIES

Career Skills Institute

Machias Valley Baptist Church

Machias Valley Christian School

Alaska Christian College

Amundsen Educational Center
Sue Ellen’s Studio

1-800-CALL-DOC

Tune Mover

TECHNOLOGY-RELATED SKILLS

QuarkXpress

Adobe InDesign

Adobe Illustrator

Adobe Photoshop

Adobe Acrobat
Adobe Dreamweaver

Adobe Fireworks

Final Cut

Microsoft Office

Website Baker
MISSION PROJECTS

Western Alaska, 2001-2011 – Lead mission teams of college and high school to villages including, but not limited to: Hooper Bay, Unalakleet, Bethel, Mountain Village, and White Mountain

Mexico, 2001-2005 – Lead week-long college service trip to Ensenada, Mexico

Hooper Bay, Alaska, 2001-2002 – Live in community and lead, counsel and develop ministry
Greenland, 2001 – Participate and develop mission strategies in correlating mission work between Western Alaska and rural Greenland

Brazil, 1997 – Participate in mission and service project in several communities in Brazil

Honduras, 1992 – Participate in mission and service project in several communities in Honduras
VOLUNTEER COORDINATION

Kenai Marathon, Kenai, AK

Job Shadow, Kenai Chamber of Commerce, Kenai, AK

Love Inc., Fairbanks, AK

Kenai Peninsula Food Bank, Soldotna, AK

Kenai Peninsula Blood Bank, Soldotna, AK

Arctic Winter Games, Soldotna, AK

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

AIGA – American Institute of Graphic Arts

CIVA – Christians in the Visual Arts
NAEA – National Art Education Association
LICENSURE

ASAA Certified Athletic Coach

Emergency Trauma Technician, 2000-2002
PROFESSIONAL ARTWORK / GRAPHIC DESIGN
www.jeffsiemers.com - A portfolio of professional artwork, graphic design and samples of student work

REFERENCES

Mr. John Lommel

Academic Dean, Alaska Christian College

35109 Royal Place, Soldotna, Alaska, 99669

907-260-7422

Mr. Bill Catling, MFA

Chair, Department of Art and Design, Azusa Pacific University

901 E. Alosta Avenue, Azusa, California, 91702

626-387-5726

Mr. Mark Terry, MFA

Chair, Department of Visual Arts, George Fox University

414 North Meridian Street, Newberg, Oregon, 97132

503-554-2636

TEACHING PHILOSOPHY
The most central concepts in my own teaching philosophy developed, rather ironically, not in a classroom or even an academic setting, but in my experiences in a remote village on the coast of Alaska.  When I moved to the village of Hooper Bay in Western Alaska, I was immersed in a culture that was not my own.  I had moved from a graphic design job in Chicago to serve as a youth leader in this community.  My first challenge was to be accepted by the people that lived there.  This provided me a unique learning opportunity.  Exploration was both a means of survival as well as personal development in this very different environment.  I found that the elements of life and learning were wrapped around embracing new discoveries and allowing different perspectives to shape my worldview.  Through beginning to understanding these basic elements of human nature, I found a deeper understanding of what it means to be alive (fully human).  
This experience has shaped my views of teaching.  Within Native Alaskan culture, very rarely are directions or explanations given verbally.  Learning is acquired through observation.  It is not always necessary for questions to be verbalized.  Often, if I take the time and have the patience to not only look, but also see, the answer will become visible.  When I teach, I make it a point to not simply provide answers (rote learning) but to allow students to pose their own questions.  I find that it is more important to have the right question than it is to have the right answer.  I want my students to think critically, engage purposefully, and observe carefully as they pose questions to which they may not have the answers.  True learning comes from the vulnerability of admitting that we do not have all the answers. This humility, as Parker Palmer suggests, is the gateway to discovery. When students learn to observe and explore, they have the ability to engage with their world in a tangible way.  I believe this is an important step in linking faith and learning.

I attempt to observe my environment uniquely and intentionally.  Our surroundings provide a story, whether in Hooper Bay or Chicago or in Soldotna.  Such stories point me to a larger narrative.  Faith connects me to this story and leads me towards theological study.  My learning and teaching philosophy is very similar to Paul Tillich’s philosophy on art, in that it is an “encounter of man with his world, in which the whole man in all dimensions of his being is involved.”  Learning and teaching should engage the whole man, helping each student become fully human.
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